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Origin of the Feast Days – Part 1 

 

Levi%cus 23 

Appointed Fes,vals 

1The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the 
Israelites and say to them: These are the 
appointed fes;vals of the Lord that you shall 
proclaim as holy convoca;ons, my appointed 
fes;vals. 

The Sabbath, Passover, and Unleavened Bread 

3 “Six days shall work be done, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath of complete rest, a holy 
convoca;on; you shall do no work: it is a Sabbath 
to the Lord throughout your seDlements. 

4 “These are the appointed fes;vals of the Lord, 
the holy convoca;ons, that you shall celebrate at 
the ;me appointed for them. 5 In the first month, 

on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight,[a] there shall be a Passover offering to the Lord, 6 and on 
the fiHeenth day of the same month is the Fes;val of Unleavened Bread to the Lord; seven days you 
shall eat unleavened bread. 7 On the first day you shall have a holy convoca;on; you shall not work at 
your occupa;ons. 8 For seven days you shall present the Lord’s offerings by fire;[b] on the seventh day 
there shall be a holy convoca;on: you shall not work at your occupa;ons.” 

The Offering of First Fruits 

9 The Lord spoke to Moses, 10 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: When you enter the land that I 
am giving you and you reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the 
priest. 11 He shall raise the sheaf before the Lord, that you may find acceptance; on the day aHer the 
Sabbath the priest shall raise it. 12 On the day when you raise the sheaf, you shall offer a lamb a year old, 
without blemish, as a burnt offering to the Lord. 13 And the grain offering with it shall be two-tenths of 
an ephah of choice flour mixed with oil, an offering by fire[c] of pleasing odor to the Lord, and the drink 
offering with it shall be of wine, one-fourth of a hin. 14 You shall eat no bread or parched grain or fresh 
ears un;l that very day, un;l you have brought the offering of your God. This is a statute forever 
throughout your genera;ons in all your seDlements. 

The Fes,val of Weeks 

15 “And from the day aHer the Sabbath, from the day on which you bring the sheaf of the eleva;on 
offering, you shall count seven full weeks. 16 You shall count un;l the day aHer the seventh Sabbath, fiHy 
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days; then you shall present an offering of new grain to the Lord. 17 You shall bring from your 
seDlements two loaves of bread as an eleva;on offering, each made of two-tenths of an ephah; they 
shall be of choice flour, baked with leaven, as first fruits to the Lord. 18 You shall present with the bread 
seven lambs a year old without blemish, one bull of the herd, and two rams; they shall be a burnt 
offering to the Lord, along with their grain offering and their drink offerings, an offering by fire[d] of 
pleasing odor to the Lord. 19 You shall also offer one male goat for a purifica;on offering and two lambs a 
year old as a sacrifice of well-being. 20 The priest shall raise them with the bread of the first fruits as an 
eleva;on offering before the Lord, together with the two lambs; they shall be holy to the Lord for the 
priest. 21 On that same day you shall make proclama;on; you shall hold a holy convoca;on; you shall not 
work at your occupa;ons. This is a statute forever in all your seDlements throughout your genera;ons. 

22 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your field or gather 
the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and for the alien: I am the Lord your 
God.” 

The Fes,val of Trumpets 

23 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the Israelites, saying: In the seventh month, on the first 
day of the month, you shall observe a day of complete rest, a holy convoca;on commemorated with 
trumpet blasts. 25 You shall not work at your occupa;ons, and you shall present the Lord’s offering by 
fire.”[e] 

The Day of Atonement 

26 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 27 “Now, the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of 
Atonement; it shall be a holy convoca;on for you: you shall humble yourselves[f] and present the Lord’s 
offering by fire,[g] 28 and you shall do no work during that en;re day, for it is a Day of Atonement, to 
make atonement on your behalf before the Lord your God. 29 For those who do not humble 
themselves[h] during that en;re day shall be cut off from the people.30 And anyone who does any work 
during that en;re day, such a one I will destroy from the midst of the people. 31 You shall do no work. 
This is a statute forever throughout your genera;ons in all your seDlements. 32 It shall be to you a 
Sabbath of complete rest, and you shall humble yourselves;[i] on the ninth day of the month at evening, 
from evening to evening you shall keep your Sabbath.” 

33 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 34 “Speak to the Israelites, saying: On the fiHeenth day of this 
seventh month and las;ng seven days, there shall be the Fes;val of Booths[j] to the Lord. 35 The first day 
shall be a holy convoca;on; you shall not work at your occupa;ons. 36 Seven days you shall present 
the Lord’s offerings by fire;[k] on the eighth day you shall observe a holy convoca;on and present 
the Lord’s offerings by fire;[l] it is a solemn assembly; you shall not work at your occupa;ons. 

37 “These are the appointed fes;vals of the Lord that you shall celebrate as ;mes of holy convoca;on, 
for presen;ng to the Lord offerings by fire[m]—burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink 
offerings, each on its proper day— 38 apart from the Sabbaths of the Lord and apart from your giHs and 
apart from all your vo;ve offerings and apart from all your freewill offerings that you give to the Lord. 
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39 “Now, the fiHeenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, 
you shall keep the fes;val of the Lord, las;ng seven days, a complete rest on the first day and a 
complete rest on the eighth day. 40 On the first day you shall take the fruit of majes;c[n] trees, branches 
of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lordyour 
God for seven days. 41 You shall keep it as a fes;val to the Lord las;ng seven days in the year; you shall 
keep it in the seventh month as a statute forever throughout your genera;ons. 42 You shall live in booths 
for seven days; all who are na;ve-born in Israel shall live in booths, 43 so that your genera;ons may 
know that I made the Israelites live in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am 
the Lord your God.” 

44 Thus Moses declared to the Israelites the appointed fes;vals of the Lord. 
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Jubilees 6 
1And on the new moon of the third month he went forth from the ark, and built an altar on that 
mountain. 2 And he made atonement for the earth, and took a kid and made atonement by its 
blood for all the guilt of the earth; for everything that had been on it had been destroyed, save 
those that were in the ark with Noah. 3And he placed the fat thereof on the altar, and he took an 
ox, and a goat, and a sheep and kids, and salt, and a turtle-dove, and the young of a dove, and 
placed a burnt sacrifice on the altar, and poured thereon an offering mingled with oil, and 
sprinkled wine and strewed frankincense over everything, and caused a goodly savour to arise, 
acceptable before the Lord. 4And the Lord smelt the goodly savour, and He made a covenant 
with him that there should not be any more a flood to destroy the earth; that all the days of the 
earth seed-;me and harvest should never cease; cold and heat, and summer and winter, and 
day and night should not change their order, nor cease for ever. 5'And you, increase ye and 
mul;ply upon the earth, and become many upon it, and be a blessing upon it. The fear of you 
and the dread of you I will inspire in everything that is on earth and in the sea. 6And behold I 
have given unto you all beasts, and all winged things, and everything that moves on the earth, 
and the fish in the waters, and all things for food; as the green herbs, I have given you all things 
to eat. 7But flesh, with the life thereof, with the blood, ye shall not eat; for the life of all flesh is 
in the blood, lest your blood of your lives be required. At the hand of every man, at the hand of 
every (beast) will I require the blood of man. 8Whoso sheddeth man's blood by man shall his 
blood be shed, for in the image of God made He man. 9And you, increase ye, and mul;ply on the 
earth.' 10And Noah and his sons swore that they would not eat any blood that was in any flesh, 
and he made a covenant before the Lord God for ever throughout all the genera;ons of the 
earth in this month. 11On this account He spake to thee that thou shouldst make a covenant 
with the children of Israel in this month upon the mountain with an oath, and that thou shouldst 
sprinkle blood upon them because of all the words of the covenant, which the Lord made with 
them for ever. 12And this tes;mony is wriDen concerning you that you should observe it 
con;nually, so that you should not eat on any day any blood of beasts or birds or caDle during 
all the days of the earth, and the man who eats the blood of beast or of caDle or of birds during 
all the days of the earth, he and his seed shall be rooted out of the land. 13And do thou 
command the children of Israel to eat no blood, so that their names and their seed may be 
before the Lord our God con;nually. 14And for this law there is no limit of days, for it is for ever. 
They shall observe it throughout their genera;ons, so that they may con;nue supplica;ng on 
your behalf with blood before the altar; every day and at the ;me of morning and evening they 
shall seek forgiveness on your behalf perpetually before the Lord that they may keep it and not 
be rooted out. 15And He gave to Noah and his sons a sign that there should not again be a flood 
on the earth. 16He set His bow in the cloud for a sign of the eternal covenant that there should 
not again be a flood on the earth to destroy it all the days of the earth. 17For this reason it is 
ordained and wriDen on the heavenly tablets, that they should celebrate the feast of weeks in 
this month once a year, to renew the covenant every year. 18And this whole fes;val was 
celebrated in heaven from the day of crea;on ;ll the days of Noah -twenty-six jubilees and five 
weeks of years [1309-1659 A.M.]: and Noah and his sons observed it for seven jubilees and one 
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week of years, ;ll the day of Noah's death, and from the day of Noah's death his sons did away 
with (it) un;l the days of Abraham, and they eat blood. 19But Abraham observed it, and Isaac 
and Jacob and his children observed it up to thy days, and in thy days the children of Israel 
forgot it un;l ye celebrated it anew on this mountain.20And do thou command the children of 
Israel to observe this fes;val in all their genera;ons for a commandment unto them: one day in 
the year in this month they shall celebrate the fes;val. 21or it is the feast of weeks and the feast 
of first fruits: this feast is twofold and of a double nature: according to what is wriDen and 
engraven concerning it, celebrate it. 22For I have wriDen in the book of the first law, in that 
which I have wriDen for thee, that thou shouldst celebrate it in its season, one day in the year, 
and I explained to thee its sacrifices that the children of Israel should remember and should 
celebrate it throughout their genera;ons in this month, one day in every year. 23And on the new 
moon of the first month, and on the new moon of the fourth month, and on the new moon of 
the seventh month, and on the new moon of the tenth month are the days of remembrance, 
and the days of the seasons in the four divisions of the year. These are wriDen and ordained as a 
tes;mony for ever. 24And Noah ordained them for himself as feasts for the genera;ons for ever, 
so that they have become thereby a memorial unto him. 25And on the new moon of the first 
month he was bidden to make for himself an ark, and on that (day) the earth became dry and he 
opened (the ark) and saw the earth. 26And on the new moon of the fourth month the mouths of 
the depths of the abyss beneath were closed. And on the new moon of the seventh month all 
the mouths of the abysses of the earth were opened, and the waters began to descend into 
them. 27And on the new moon of the tenth month the tops of the mountains were seen, and 
Noah was glad. 28And on this account he ordained them for himself as feasts for a memorial for 
ever, and thus are they ordained. 29And they placed them on the heavenly tablets, each had 
thirteen weeks; from one to another (passed) their memorial, from the first to the second, and 
from the second to the third, and from the third to the fourth. 30And all the days of the 
commandment will be two and fiHy weeks of days, and (these will make) the en;re year 
complete. Thus it is engraven and ordained on the heavenly tablets. 31And there is no neglec;ng 

(this commandment) for a single year or from year to year. 32And command thou the children of 
Israel that they observe the years according to this reckoning- three hundred and sixty-four 
days, and (these) will cons;tute a complete year, and they will not disturb its ;me from its days 
and from its feasts; for everything will fall out in them according to their tes;mony, and they will 
not leave out any day nor disturb any feasts. 33But if they do neglect and do not observe them 
according to His commandment, then they will disturb all their seasons and the years will be 
dislodged from this (order), [and they will disturb the seasons and the years will be dislodged] 
and they will neglect their ordinances. 34And all the children of Israel will forget and will not find 
the path of the years, and will forget the new moons, and seasons, and sabbaths and they will 
go wrong as to all the order of the years. 35For I know and from henceforth will I declare it unto 
thee, and it is not of my own devising; for the book (lies) wriDen before me, and on the heavenly 
tablets the division of days is ordained, lest they forget the feasts of the covenant and walk 
according to the feasts of the Gen;les aHer their error and aHer their ignorance. 36For there will 
be those who will assuredly make observa;ons of the moon -how (it) disturbs the seasons and 
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comes in from year to year ten days too soon. 37For this reason the years will come upon them 
when they will disturb (the order), and make an abominable (day) the day of tes;mony, and an 
unclean day a feast day, and they will confound all the days, the holy with the unclean, and the 
unclean day with the holy; for they will go wrong as to the months and sabbaths and feasts and 
jubilees. 38For this reason I command and tes;fy to thee that thou mayst tes;fy to them; for 
aHer thy death thy children will disturb (them), so that they will not make the year three 
hundred and sixty-four days only, and for this reason they will go wrong as to the new moons 
and seasons and sabbaths and fes;vals, and they will eat all kinds of blood with all kinds of flesh. 
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Jubilees 15 

1And in the fi2h year of the fourth week of this jubilee, [1979 A.M.] in the third month, in the 
middle of the month, Abram celebrated the feast of the first-fruits of the grain harvest. 2And he 
offered new offerings on the altar, the first-fruits of the produce, unto the Lord, an heifer and a 
goat and a sheep on the altar as a burnt sacrifice unto the Lord; their fruit offerings and their 
drink offerings he offered upon the altar with frankincense. 3And the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him: 'I am God Almighty; approve thyself before me and be thou perfect. 4And I 
will make My covenant between Me and thee, and I will mulRply thee exceedingly.' 5And Abram 
fell on his face, and God talked with him, and said: 6'Behold my ordinance is with thee, 
And thou shalt be the father of many naRons. 7Neither shall thy name any more be called 
Abram, 8But thy name from henceforth, even for ever, shall be Abraham.  
For the father of many naRons have I made thee.9And I will make thee very great,  And I will 
make thee into naRons,  And kings shall come forth from thee. 10And I shall establish My 
covenant between Me and thee, and thy seed a2er thee, throughout their generaRons, for an 
eternal covenant, so that I may be a God unto thee, and to thy seed a2er thee.  11And I will give 
to thee and to thy seed a2er thee the land where thou hast been a sojourner, the land of 
Canaan, that thou mayst possess it for ever, and I will be their God.' 12And the Lord said unto 
Abraham: 'And as for thee, do thou keep my covenant, thou and thy seed a2er thee: and 
circumcise ye every male among you, and circumcise your foreskins, and it shall be a token of an 
eternal covenant between Me and you. 13And the child on the eighth day ye shall circumcise, 
every male throughout your generaRons, him that is born in the house, or whom ye have 
bought with money from any stranger, whom ye have acquired who is not of thy seed. 14He that 
is born in thy house shall surely be circumcised, and those whom thou hast bought with money 
shall be circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an eternal ordinance. 15And the 
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin on the eighth day, that 
soul shall be cut off from his people, for he has broken My covenant.' 16And God said unto 
Abraham: 'As for Sarai thy wife, her name shall no more be called Sarai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. 17And I will bless her, and give thee a son by her, and I will bless him, and he shall become 
a naRon, and kings of naRons shall proceed from him.' 18And Abraham fell on his face, and 
rejoiced, and said in his heart: 'Shall a son be born to him that is a hundred years old, and shall 
Sarah, who is ninety years old, bring forth?' 19And Abraham said unto God: 'O that Ishmael 
might live before thee!' 20And God said: 'Yea, and Sarah also shall bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Isaac, and I will establish My covenant with him, an everlasRng covenant, 
and for his seed a2er him. 21And as for Ishmael also have I heard thee, and behold I will bless 
him, and make him great, and mulRply him exceedingly, and he shall beget twelve princes, and I 
will make him a great naRon. 22But My covenant will I establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall 
bear to thee, in these days, in the next year.' 23And He le2 off speaking with him, and God went 
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up from Abraham. 24And Abraham did according as God had said unto him, and he took Ishmael 
his son, and all that were born in his house, and whom he had bought with his money, every 
male in his house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin. 25And on the selfsame day was 
Abraham circumcised, and all the men of his house, <and those born in the house>, and all 
those, whom he had bought with money from the children of the stranger, were circumcised 
with him. 26This law is for all the generaRons forever, and there is no circumcision of the days, 
and no omission of one day out of the eight days; for it is an eternal ordinance, ordained and 
wriden on the heavenly tablets. 27And every one that is born, the flesh of whose foreskin is not 
circumcised on the eighth day, belongs not to the children of the covenant which the Lord made 
with Abraham, but to the children of destrucRon; nor is there, moreover, any sign on him that 
he is the Lord's, but (he is desRned) to be destroyed and slain from the earth, and to be rooted 
out of the earth, for he has broken the covenant of the Lord our God. 28For all the angels of the 
presence and all the angels of sancRficaRon have been so created from the day of their 
creaRon, and before the angels of the presence and the angels of sancRficaRon He hath 
sancRfied Israel, that they should be with Him and with His holy angels. 29And do thou 
command the children of Israel and let them observe the sign of this covenant for their 
generaRons as an eternal ordinance, and they will not be rooted out of the land. 30For the 
command is ordained for a covenant, that they should observe it for ever among all the children 
of Israel. 31For Ishmael and his sons and his brothers and Esau, the Lord did not cause to 
approach Him, and he chose them not because they are the children of Abraham, because He 
knew them, but He chose Israel to be His people. 32And He sancRfied it, and gathered it from 
amongst all the children of men; for there are many naRons and many peoples, and all are His, 
and over all hath He placed spirits in authority to lead them astray from Him. 33But over Israel 
He did not appoint any angel or spirit, for He alone is their ruler, and He will preserve them and 
require them at the hand of His angels and His spirits, and at the hand of all His powers in order 
that He may preserve them and bless them, and that they may be His and He may be theirs 
from henceforth forever. 34And now I announce unto thee that the children of Israel will not 
keep true to this ordinance, and they will not circumcise their sons according to all this law; for 
in the flesh of their circumcision they will omit this circumcision of their sons, and all of them, 
sons of Beliar, will leave their sons uncircumcised as they were born. 35And there will be great 
wrath from the Lord against the children of Israel. because they have forsaken His covenant and 
turned aside from His word, and provoked and blasphemed, inasmuch as they do not observe 
the ordinance of this law; for they have treated their members like the GenRles, so that they 
may be removed and rooted out of the land. And there will no more be pardon or forgiveness 
unto them [so that there should be forgiveness and pardon] for all the sin of this eternal error. 
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Jubilees 16 
1And he built there an altar to the Lord who had delivered him, and who was making him rejoice in 
the land of his sojourning, and he celebrated a fes;val of joy in this month seven days, near the altar 
which he had built at the Well of the Oath. 2And he built booths for himself and for his servants on 
this fes;val, and he was the first to celebrate the feast of tabernacles on the earth. 3And during 
these seven days he brought each day to the altar a burnt offering to the Lord, two oxen, two rams, 
seven sheep, one he-goat, for a sin offering, that he might atone thereby for himself and for his 
seed. 4And, as a thank-offering, seven rams, seven kids, seven sheep, and seven he-goats, and their 
fruit offerings and their drink offerings; and he burnt all the fat thereof on the altar, a chosen 
offering unto the Lord for a sweet smelling savour. 5And morning and evening he burnt fragrant 
substances, frankincense and galbanum, and stackte, and nard, and myrrh, and spice, and costum; 
all these seven he offered, crushed, mixed together in equal parts (and) pure. 6And he celebrated 
this feast during seven days, rejoicing with all his heart and with all his soul, he and all those who 
were in his house, and there was no stranger with him, nor any that was uncircumcised. 7And he 
blessed his Creator who had created him in his genera;on, for He had created him according to His 
good pleasure; for He knew and perceived that from him would arise the plant of righteousness for 
the eternal genera;ons, and from him a holy seed, so that it should become like Him who had made 
all things. 8And he blessed and rejoiced, and he called the name of this fes;val the fes;val of the 
Lord, a joy acceptable to the Most High God. 9And we blessed him for ever, and all his seed aHer him 
throughout all the genera;ons of the earth, because he celebrated this fes;val in its season, 
according to the tes;mony of the heavenly tablets. 10For this reason it is ordained on the heavenly 
tablets concerning Israel, that they shall celebrate the feast of tabernacles seven days with joy, in 
the seventh month, acceptable before the Lord -a statute for ever throughout their genera;ons 
every year. 11And to this there is no limit of days; for it is ordained for ever regarding Israel that they 
should celebrate it and dwell in booths, and set wreaths upon their heads, and take leafy boughs, 
and willows from the brook. 12And Abraham took branches of palm trees, and the fruit of goodly 
trees, and every day going round the altar with the branches seven ;mes [a day] in the morning, he 
praised and gave thanks to his God for all things in joy. 13And she bare a son in the third month, and 
in the middle of the month, at the ;me of which the Lord had spoken to Abraham, on the fes;val of 
the first fruits of the harvest, Isaac was born. 14And Abraham circumcised his son on the eighth day: 
he was the first that was circumcised according to the covenant which is ordained for ever. 15And in 
the sixth year of the fourth week we came to Abraham, to the Well of the Oath, and we appeared 
unto him [as we had told Sarah that we should return to her, and she would have conceived a 
son. 16And we returned in the seventh month, and found Sarah with child before us] and we blessed 
him, and we announced to him all the things which had been decreed concerning him, that he 
should not die ;ll he should beget six sons more, and should see (them) before he died; but (that) in 
Isaac should his name and seed be called: 17And (that) all the seed of his sons should be Gen;les, 
and be reckoned with the Gen;les; but from the sons of Isaac one should become a holy seed, and 
should not be reckoned among the Gen;les. 18For he should become the por;on of the Most High, 
and all his seed had fallen into the possession of God, that it should be unto the Lord a people for 
(His) possession above all na;ons and that it should become a kingdom and priests and a holy 
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na;on. 19And we went our way, and we announced to Sarah all that we had told him, and they both 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 20And he built there an altar to the Lord who had delivered him, 
and who was making him rejoice in the land of his sojourning, and he celebrated a fes;val of joy in 
this month seven days, near the altar which he had built at the Well of the Oath. 21And he built 
booths for himself and for his servants on this fes;val, and he was the first to celebrate the feast of 
tabernacles on the earth. 22And during these seven days he brought each day to the altar a burnt 
offering to the Lord, two oxen, two rams, seven sheep, one he-goat, for a sin offering, that he might 
atone thereby for himself and for his seed. 23And, as a thank-offering, seven rams, seven kids, seven 
sheep, and seven he-goats, and their fruit offerings and their drink offerings; and he burnt all the fat 
thereof on the altar, a chosen offering unto the Lord for a sweet smelling savour. 24And morning and 
evening he burnt fragrant substances, frankincense and galbanum, and stackte, and nard, and 
myrrh, and spice, and costum; all these seven he offered, crushed, mixed together in equal parts 
(and) pure.  25And he celebrated this feast during seven days, rejoicing with all his heart and with all 
his soul, he and all those who were in his house, and there was no stranger with him, nor any that 
was uncircumcised. 26And he blessed his Creator who had created him in his genera;on, for He had 
created him according to His good pleasure; for He knew and perceived that from him would arise 
the plant of righteousness for the eternal genera;ons, and from him a holy seed, so that it should 
become like Him who had made all things. 27And he blessed and rejoiced, and he called the name of 
this fes;val the fes;val of the Lord, a joy acceptable to the Most High God.  28And we blessed him 
for ever, and all his seed aHer him throughout all the genera;ons of the earth, because he 
celebrated this fes;val in its season, according to the tes;mony of the heavenly tablets. 29For this 
reason it is ordained on the heavenly tablets concerning Israel, that they shall celebrate the feast of 
tabernacles seven days with joy, in the seventh month, acceptable before the Lord -a statute for 
ever throughout their genera;ons every year. 30And to this there is no limit of days; for it is ordained 
for ever regarding Israel that they should celebrate it and dwell in booths, and set wreaths upon 
their heads, and take leafy boughs, and willows from the brook. 31And Abraham took branches of 
palm trees, and the fruit of goodly trees, and every day going round the altar with the branches 
seven ;mes [a day] in the morning, he praised and gave thanks to his God for all things in joy. 
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Jubilees 34 
1And in the sixth year of this week of this forty-fourth jubilee [2148 A.M.] Jacob sent his sons to 
pasture their sheep, and his servants with them to the pastures of Shechem. 2And the seven 
kings of the Amorites assembled themselves together against them, to slay them, hiding 
themselves under the trees, and to take their caDle as a prey. 3And Jacob and Levi and Judah 
and Joseph were in the house with Isaac their father; for his spirit was sorrowful, and they could 
not leave him: and Benjamin was the youngest, and for this reason remained with his 
father. 4And there came the king[s] of Taphu and the king[s] of 'Aresa, and the king[s] of 
Seragan, and the king[s] of Selo, and the king[s] of Ga'as, and the king of Bethoron, and the king 
of Ma'anisakir, and all those who dwell in these mountains (and) who dwell in the woods in the 
land of Canaan. 5And they announced this to Jacob saying: 'Behold, the kings of the Amorites 
have surrounded thy sons, and plundered their herds.'6And he arose from his house, he and his 
three sons and all the servants of his father, and his own servants, and he went against them 
with six thousand men, who carried swords. 7And he slew them in the pastures of Shechem, and 
pursued those who fled, and he slew them with the edge of the sword, and he slew 'Aresa and 
Taphu and Saregan and Selo and 'Amani- sakir and Ga[ga]'as, and he recovered his herds. 8And 
he prevailed over them, and imposed tribute on them that they should pay him tribute, five fruit 
products of their land, and he built Robel and Tamnatares. 9And he returned in peace, and made 
peace with them, and they became his servants, un;l the day that he and his sons went down 
into Egypt. 10And in the seventh year of this week [2149 A.M.] he sent Joseph to learn about the 
welfare of his brothers from his house to the land of Shechem, and he found them in the land of 
Dothan. 11And they dealt treacherously with him, and formed a plot against him to slay him, but 
changing their minds, they sold him to Ishmaelite merchants, and they brought him down into 
Egypt, and they sold him to Po;phar, the eunuch of Pharaoh, the chief of the cooks, priest of the 
city of 'Elew. 12And the sons of Jacob slaughtered a kid, and dipped the coat of Joseph in the 
blood, and sent (it) to Jacob their father on the tenth of the seventh month. 13And he mourned 
all that night, for they had brought it to him in the evening, and he became feverish with 
mourning for his death, and he said: 'An evil beast hath devoured Joseph'; and all the members 
of his house [mourned with him that day, and they] were grieving and mourning with him all 
that day. 14And his sons and his daughter rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be 
comforted for his son. 15And on that day Bilhah heard that Joseph had perished, and she died 
mourning him, and she was living in Qafratef, and Dinah also, his daughter, died aHer Joseph 
had perished. 16And there came these three mournings upon Israel in one month. And they 
buried Bilhah over against the tomb of Rachel, and Dinah also. his daughter, they buried 
there. 17And he mourned for Joseph one year, and did not cease, for he said 'Let me go down to 
the grave mourning for my son'. 18For this reason it is ordained for the children of Israel that 
they should afflict themselves on the tenth of the seventh month -on the day that the news 
which made him weep for Joseph came to Jacob his father- that they should make atonement 
for themselves thereon with a young goat on the tenth of the seventh month, once a year, for 
their sins; for they had grieved the affec;on of their father regarding Joseph his son. 19And this 
day has been ordained that they should grieve thereon for their sins, and for all their 



 14 

transgressions and for all their errors, so that they might cleanse themselves on that day once a 
year. 20And aHer Joseph perished, the sons of Jacob took unto themselves wives. The name of 
Reuben's wife is 'Ada; and the name of Simeon's wife is 'Adlba'a, a Canaanite; and the name of 
Levi's wife is Melka, of the daughters of Aram, of the seed of the sons of Terah; and the name of 
Judah's wife, Betasu'el, a Canaanite; and the name of Issachar's wife, Hezaqa: and the name of 
Zabulon's wife, Ni'iman; and the name of Dan's wife, 'Egla; and the name of Naphtali's wife, 
Rasu'u, of Mesopotamia; and the name of Gad's wife, Maka; and the name of Asher's wife, 
'Ijona; and the name of Joseph's wife, Asenath, the Egyp;an; and the name of Benjamin's wife, 
'Ijasaka. 21And Simeon repented, and took a second wife from Mesopotamia as his brothers. 
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Jubilees 49  
1Remember the commandment which the Lord commanded thee concerning the passover, that 
thou shouldst celebrate it in its season on the fourteenth of the first month, that thou shouldst 
kill it before it is evening, and that they should eat it by night on the evening of the fiHeenth 
from the ;me of the seqng of the sun. 2For on this night -the beginning of the fes;val and the 
beginning of the joy- ye were ea;ng the passover in Egypt, when all the powers of Mastêmâ had 
been let loose to slay all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh to the 
first-born of the cap;ve maid-servant in the mill, and to the caDle. 3And this is the sign which 
the Lord gave them: Into every house on the lintels of which they saw the blood of a lamb of the 
first year, into (that) house they should not enter to slay, but should pass by (it), that all those 
should be saved that were in the house because the sign of the blood was on its lintels. 4And 
the powers of the Lord did everything according as the Lord commanded them, and they passed 
by all the children of Israel, and the plague came not upon them to destroy from amongst them 
any soul either of caDle, or man, or dog. 5And the plague was very grievous in Egypt, and there 
was no house in Egypt where there was not one dead, and weeping and lamenta;on. 6And all 
Israel was ea;ng the flesh of the paschal lamb, and drinking the wine, and was lauding, and 
blessing, and giving thanks to the Lord God of their fathers, and was ready to go forth from 
under the yoke of Egypt, and from the evil bondage. 7And remember thou this day all the days 
of thy life, and observe it from year to year all the days of thy life, once a year, on its day, 
according to all the law thereof, and do not adjourn (it) from day to day, or from month to 
month. 8For it is an eternal ordinance, and engraven on the heavenly tablets regarding all the 
children of Israel that they should observe it every year on its day once a year, throughout all 
their genera;ons; and there is no limit of days, for this is ordained for ever. 9And the man who is 
free from uncleanness, and does not come to observe it on occasion of its day, so as to bring an 
acceptable offering before the Lord, and to eat and to drink before the Lord on the day of its 
fes;val, that man who is clean and close at hand shall be cut off: because he offered not the 
obla;on of the Lord in its appointed season, he shall take the guilt upon himself. 10Let the 
children of Israel come and observe the passover on the day of its fixed ;me, on the fourteenth 
day of the first month, between the evenings, from the third part of the day to the third part of 
the night, for two por;ons of the day are given to the light, and a third part to the 
evening. 11This is that which the Lord commanded thee that thou shouldst observe it between 
the evenings. 12And it is not permissible to slay it during any period of the light, but during the 
period bordering on the evening, and let them eat it at the ;me of the evening, un;l the third 
part of the night, and whatever is leH over of all its flesh from the third part of the night and 
onwards, let them burn it with fire. 13And they shall not cook it with water, nor shall they eat it 
raw, but roast on the fire: they shall eat it with diligence, its head with the inwards thereof and 
its feet they shall roast with fire, and not break any bone thereof; for of the children of Israel no 
bone shall be crushed. 14For this reason the Lord commanded the children of Israel to observe 
the passover on the day of its fixed ;me, and they shall not break a bone thereof; for it is a 
fes;val day, and a day commanded, and there may be no passing over from day to day, and 
month to month, but on the day of its fes;val let it be observed. 15And do thou command the 
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children of Israel to observe the passover throughout their days, every year, once a year on the 
day of its fixed ;me, and it shall come for a memorial well pleasing before the Lord, and no 
plague shall come upon them to slay or to smite in that year in which they celebrate the 
passover in its season in every respect according to His command. 16And they shall not eat it 
outside the sanctuary of the Lord, but before the sanctuary of the Lord, and all the people of the 
congrega;on of Israel shall celebrate it in its appointed season. 17And every man who has come 
upon its day shall eat it in the sanctuary of your God before the Lord from twenty years old and 
upward; for thus is it wriDen and ordained that they should eat it in the sanctuary of the Lord. 
18And when the children of Israel come into the land which they are to possess, into the land of 
Canaan, and set up the tabernacle of the Lord in the midst of the land in one of their tribes un;l 
the sanctuary of the Lord has been built in the land, let them come and celebrate the passover 
in the midst of the tabernacle of the Lord, and let them slay it before the Lord from year to 
year. 19And in the days when the house has been built in the name of the Lord in the land of 
their inheritance, they shall go there and slay the passover in the evening, at sunset, at the third 
part of the day. 20And they shall offer its blood on the threshold of the altar, and shall place its 
fat on the fire which is upon the altar, and they shall eat its flesh roasted with fire in the court of 
the house which has been sanc;fied in the name of the Lord. 21And they may not celebrate the 
passover in their ci;es, nor in any place save before the tabernacle of the Lord, or before His 
house where His name hath dwelt; and they shall not go astray from the Lord. 22And do thou, 
Moses, command the children of Israel to observe the ordinances of the passover, as it was 
commanded unto thee; declare thou unto them every year and the day of its days, and the 
fes;val of unleavened bread, that they should eat unleavened bread seven days, (and) that they 
should observe its fes;val, and that they bring an obla;on every day during those seven days of 
joy before the Lord on the altar of your God. 23For ye celebrated this fes;val with haste when ye 
went forth from Egypt ;ll ye entered into the wilderness of Shur; for on the shore of the sea ye 
completed it. 
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